
Every two years in January, communities across the country 
conduct comprehensive counts of their homeless population to 
gain a better understanding of the individuals who are currently 
experiencing homelessness, and to apply for federal funding for 
homeless programs. 

The 2013 Santa Cruz County Point-in-Time Count was a 
community-wide effort conducted on January 22th, 2013. In the 
weeks following the street count, a survey was administered to 369 
unsheltered and sheltered homeless individuals, in order to profile 
their experience and characteristics.
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SOcIal math

Santa cruz cOunty OFFIce OF educatIOn 
unSheltered hOmeleSS cenSuS pOpulatIOn 

108 persons
North County: 101 

South County: 7

unsheltered homeless census 
population by Jurisdiction

tOtal IncOrpOrated: 1,415 perSOnS

tOtal unIncOrpOrated: 1,372 perSOnS

City of Santa Cruz
892 Persons | 31%

City of Scotts Valley
25 Persons | 1%

City of Watsonville
497 Persons | 17%

City of Capitola
1 Person | Less than 1%

aptos/Rio del mar
218 Persons | 8%

San lorenzo Valley
159 Persons | 6%

Soquel/Santa Cruz mountains
159 Persons | 6%

South County
141 Persons | 5%

North Coast
30 Persons | 1%

live oak/Twin lakes/opal Cliffs
687 Persons | 24%



a disabling condition 
is defined here as a 
physical disability, 
mental illness, chronic 
depression, alcohol or 
drug abuse, chronic 
health problems, hIV/
aIdS, post-traumatic 
Stress disorder (ptSd), 
or a developmental 
disability.
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* Mental illness includes PTSD, depression, and other mental illnesses including bipolar 
and schizophrenia.
Note: Multiple response question, numbers will not total to 100%.

SerVIceS & aSSIStance
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IncarceratIOn
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the past 12 months28%  never 1-3 times 4+ times
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Summary
These data provide a snapshot of those 
experiencing homelessness in Santa 
Cruz County on January 22nd. It provides 
a basic estimation of the number and 
characteristics of those experiencing 
homelessness on any given night in order 
to inform future service planning and 
provisioning efforts. 
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Source: applied Survey Research. (2013). Santa Cruz County Homeless Census & Survey. Watsonville, Ca. 
For more detail or to view the comprehensive report, please visit www.appliedsurveyresearch.org. 


